The Growth of Sudan Communications
gum from the forests of Kordofan was brought down to
the White Nile and shipped on native boats at El Dueim,
or was carried on camels direct from the interior to the
great gum-market at Omdurman. The cattle trade of
Kordofan as yet hardly existed.
For the development of the great resources of these
areas the extension of the railway system south of Khar-
toum was the first necessity. The claims of the Eastern
districts of the Sudan—Kassala and Gedaref—could be
dealt with later ; but, once Khartoum had been placed
in direct touch with the sea, the need of opening up the
fertile districts, whose northern apex was marked by the
confluence of the two Niles was obvious and urgent.
The first step was to build a railway bridge across the
Blue Nile at Khartoum. This was an engineering work
of considerable magnitude, for the Blue Nile in the flood-
season brings down nine-tenths of the whole volume of
the Nile flood, and the scour of the swift current made it
necessary to sink the piers seventy feet below the river
bed.
Work was begun in the autumn of 1907 and the first
locomotive crossed the bridge on April 1st, 1909. The
work was completed in October, and the extension of the
railway southward from Khartoum was commenced later
in the year.
The physical conformation of the Northern Gesdra* is
such that the low watershed between the White and Hue
Nile lies generally within a few miles of the latter. It
was therefore possible to select a route for the railway
on ground immune from the risk of damage by flood and
at the same time close to the villages and the fertile land
adjoining the river.
* Gfezira (Arabic) = Island:   the name applied to the district lying
between the Blue and the White Kile.
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